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achievement

Paulina Pomagier

Paulina Pomagier was the worthy winner of April’s Jack Petchy award, which is
given in recognition of those who have made a positive contribution to their
college or community. Paulina, |8, was nominated by her teacher, Tina James,
and fellow Skills for Life English students because of her positive personality
and sheer determination to succeed in all of her courses, despite her language
and physical barriers. Paulina studies English, Maths and ICT within Skills for
Life, as well as English and Maths GCSEs and ESOL courses at the college. Her
hard-working attitude toward her studies is an inspiration to all of her classmates.

Case Study

Introduction

Mark Bush left school after completing his GCSE’s always knowing it was
Art that he wanted to study and with a teacher’s words wringing in his ears
“you’ll never get anywhere doing art,” he enrolled at Braintree College on
the first step of his journey to secure a University place in the future.

Achievement

Mark has successfully completed the BTEC First Diploma in Design, followed by the two year BTEC National
Diploma in Art and Design. He is now preparing for his last leg of the journey by working on his final project as
part of the BTEC Foundation Diploma in Art and Design.

What makes Mark’s achievement stand out from the crowd is his commitment to studies, especially after missing
nearly the whole of the first year BTEC National Diploma because of a heart condition, resulting in hospital stays,
operation and continuing treatment.

Mark has remained upbeat “It’s been a great experience working towards qualifications in the College Art Block
and the atmosphere has been brilliant, he commented, “| have really enjoyed the different projects and also the
visiting artists who have delivered workshops during my time studying here.”

In particular Mark enjoyed the ‘hangman’ project which was a turning point in his studies as he realised that in-
depth experimentation with drawing mediums and exploration of the subject were the key to successful art
work. He also praises the Chinese Art workshop and the artist, Christine Applebee, for introducing a unique way
of painting which in Mark’s own words was “Something completely different.”

The Future

Mark has gained a University place at his preferred first choice, Colchester Institute, where he hopes to complete
a Fine Art Degree. He is considering teaching as a career but he knows his future is likely to involve his love for
art and in particular painting.
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