CASE STUDY Introduction

Swe et C h arlt For three nights in June 2008 Performing Arts students
y presented the musical ‘Sweet Charity’ to packed audiences.
The production was directed, produced and choreographed by
the students and was the culmination of their studies on the
BTEC National Diploma in Performing Arts.
BTEC National Diploma in

Performing Arts Achievement

Student Keeley Allen said: “When | found out our final piece
would be ‘Sweet Charity’ | was really pleased. It is set in
1960s New York and includes some great musical numbers
like ‘Hey Big Spender’, ‘Rhythm of Life’, ‘If My Friends Could
See Me Now' and ‘There’s Got to Be Something Better Than
This’. The production team were chosen by the class, and
auditions for the cast were in front of the student directors.
We began rehearsals in March 2008 and had just three
months to get the production ready for performances at the
end of the summer term. It was a real team effort and a
challenge too because many of us had both an acting part and
a role in the production team. | worked with Sarah McAllister
on marketing and publicity, and other colleagues had
responsibilities such as set design, sponsorship and
fundraising, costumes, box office and front of house. We got
1 E k d a real feel for how a professional theatre company works and
Ve ryO n e WOr e experiencing several aspects of the production process will be
. . good for our CVs. Everyone worked incredibly hard to make
InCred | b |y hard tO our final show the best it could be; we are proud that all our

hard work came together and pleased our audiences enjoyed

make OUI’ flnal Sweet Charity.”
show the best it  theFuture

Id b n “Many of us are going on to university and careers in the
CO u e . Performing Arts industry. Others are already working with

agents and attending auditions. During the BTEC you realise
how extensive the industry is and how well prepared we are to
make the most of opportunities in drama, music and technical
theatre.”



